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Jos XIX. 25, 26. 


I know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
that he ſhall Rand at the latter day 
upon the Earth. And though, after 
my Skin, worms deſtroy this body, yet 
in my fleſh ſhall I ſee God. 


H ESE words of the Patriarch Jon 
have, at different times, much engaged 
the attention, and employed the la- 

| bours of the learned world. The animated pre- 

face with which they are introduced, and the 
ſeeming ſtrength and energy of the hope ex- 
preſſed in them, have, for different reaſons, led 
lome Authors ingeniouſly to conjecture their 
force away ; and others to interpret them in 
their plaineſt ſenſe. Moſt of them, no doubt, 
have wrote as they thought ; with views perhaps 
equally good, and with an intention. to illuſtrate 
the ſacred text ; to ſhew a harmony and beau- 
ty in the inſpired Writer, and a ſenſe adapted 
to his times. But ſurely it muſt be thought 
a misfortune to Learning in general, and muſt 
A 2 ſome- 


i 


derſtand. 


[ 4 ] 


ſometimes throw an obſcurity upon Scripture, 
as upon other writings ; when ingenious men 
wreſt the words of an Author to ſerve an hy. 


potheſis they. have framed, and take more 


pains to accommodate a paſſage to a favourite 


ſcheme, than to diſcover the ſimple and ge- 


nuine meaning of the Writer. | 
- The Patriarch's words have been always un- 
derſtood to contain his hopes of a temporal 


or a future reſtoration 3 his views in this life, 


to a ſtate great and flouriſhing as his former; 
or elſe his ardent expectations after death of 


a future glory. It is not material, and there- 


fore 1 need not obſerve here, by whom, or for 
what reaſons, they have been interpreted by 
ſome in the former ſenſe; and perhaps have 
not generally been allowed to have had their 
meaning fully aſcertained by others, who have 
underſtood them in the latter. But it is agree. 


able to my preſent deſign of ſetting them in 


their cleareſt light, to obſerve of the different 
meanings; that in one, there is the utmoſt pro 


priety and beauty of language; in the other: 


a ſtrained and empty pomp of words; in one, 
the elegance and majeſty of a lofty Genius, 


in the other, the ſpeech and diction of a lowe! 


Writer, uſing a ye which he did not un: 


This 
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inqui 
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I. Th 


E 
This alone, in ſo perfect and excellent a 
compolition as the Book of Fob, might be ſuf- 
ficient, in the opinion of the more curious and 
inquiſitive reader, to fix the ſenſe and mean- 
ing of the Author. His thoughts could not on 


a ſudden become cold and languid, when his 


mind was moſt upon the ſtretch ; the ſenti- 
ments muſt be great and noble, that were 
uſhered in with ſuch ſolemnity and warmth. 
But to give this argument its full ſcope, and 
the better to aſcertain the true ſenſe of this 
celebrated paſſage, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew 


I. That at the time of ſpeaking theſe words, 


„ know &c. the Patriarch had laid aſide 
all hopes of a temporal reſtoration. 

U. That, from ſome paſſages in the work, it is 
highly probable that he had the knowledge 

ol a future ſtate and reſurrection. 

III. That the words themſelves ſtrongly point 


out his expectations of a future ICs 
to life. 


Firſt, at the time of ſpeaking theſe words, 
«] know &c. the Patriarch had no hopes of 
a temporal reſtoration. 

The good man had ſeen, as in an inſtant, 
the deſtruction of his family, and an amazing 

period 


[6] 

period of his worldly grandeur ; had ſoon af. 
ter found himſelf deprived of health and vi- 
gour, and conſumed with rottenneſs and ſores. 
Tis true he received the blow with a noble 
fortitude, and a mind becomingly reſigned 
„The Lord gave (ſays he) and the Lord hath 
© taken away, bleſſed be the name of the Lord. 
&« Shall we receive good at the hand of God, 
ce and ſhall we not receive evil? (ch. 1. v. 21. 
and ch. 2. v. 10.) But we may obſerve, that 
in the words which expreſs his readieſt reſig- 
nation to ſupreme Wiſdom, are conveyed his 
ſentiments of his own condition: “ the Lord 
ce gaye, but the Lord had taken away. He 
ce had received good at the hand of God, but 
«was then to receive evil. And as he came 
naked from his mother's womb, ſo naked 
ce ſhould he return thither. (ch. 1. v. 21.) 

He piouſly ſubmitted at firſt to the diſpen- 
ſations of Providence; nor ever after flattered 
himſelf with a glorious reverſe of fortune. Hi: 
grief, deſcribed in livelieſt colours, may ſuf 
ciently ſhew, how little were his hopes of tem- 
poral greatneſs. Human nature is buoyed up 
by expectation ; nor greatly ſinks, but when 
it is deprived of hope. His expreſſions ate 
ſaitable to his grief; and his words full of de. 
ſpair. From the firſt guſh of his paſſion, to ” 
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declaration of hope in his Redeemer, and af- 
terwards to the cloſe of his warm diſpute with 
his friends, he ſometimes breathes forth his 
wiſhes for death, and frequently declares his 
no expectations in life, 
In the third chapter he begins abruptly, as 
without hope: Let the day periſh wherein I 
«was born, (v. 3.) and in the fixth, oppreſſed 
with the weight of his calamity, he breaks out 
v. 8,9.) into the following words: „O that I 
might have my requeſt! and that God would 
«orant me the thing that I long for! even 
« that it would pleaſe God to deſtroy me, that 
« he would let looſe his hand, and cut me off.” 
lntimating that he ſhould have ſome comfort 
in the ſhortening of his ſorrows, which were 
to know no other period than his life; that 
he had no proſpects which ſhould make him 
deſirous of prolonging that; and that nature 
could not very long ſuſtain the violence, with 
which it was attacked. For what is my ſtrength 
g. adds he) “ that I ſhould hope? and what is 
* mine end, that I ſhould prolong my life? Is 
p my ſtrength the ſtrength of ſtones ? or is my 
en ( fleſn of braſs?” (v. 11, 12.) In the 7 chapter 
he excuſeth his deſire of death; he declareth 
lis* days are ſpent without hope, (v. 6.) that 
lis * eye ſhould no more ſee good, (v. 7.) and 
that 
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c in the duſt, and thou ſhalt ſeek me in the 


tenth chapter he ſays (v. r.) “my ſoul is weary 


(chap. 17. v. 1.) © my breath is corrupt, my days 


4 mine. houſe. I have made my bed in the 


_ greatneſs, 


to think that Job flutuated between hope and 


LEY 
that © the eye of him that had ſeen him ſhould 
& ſee him no more; (v. 8.) For now ſhall 1 ſleep 


« morning, but I ſhall not be.” * (v. 2 1.) In the 


« of life, and (v. 20, 21.) * are not my days 
« few? ceaſe then, and let me alone, that! 
& may take comfort alittle: before I go whence 
« ] ſhall not return, even to the land of dark- 
« neſs, and the ſhadow of death. He add; 


« are extinct, the graves are ready for me. 
And (v. 13, 14, &c.) „If I wait, the grave is 


“e darkneſs, I have ſaid to corruption, thou 
« art my father: to the worm, thou art my 
ce mother and my ſiſter. 

Such were the Patriarch's ſentiments in hi 
diſtreſs, expreſſed in different parts of the book 
in words more or leſs ſtrong ; but which are 
all fignificant of deſpair, and ſuch as ſhew that 
he had bid his long and laſt adieu to human 


There are no pee in the work that 
weaken theſe proofs, or which may induce us 


deſpair, And it may be obſerved to thoſe who 


4 See Dr Grey's Comment on the place. a 
think 


— r 


1 
think the words of the text may be conſtrued 
in a ſenſe favourable to worldly views, and 
were deſigned to convey his expectations of an 
earthly grandeur; that, though after this time 
the violence of his paflion and grief abateth, 
yet, continuing ſtill the ſame, he renounces 
all hope of a temporal felicity, or of ſeeing 
any future reeſtabliſhnent of his fortunes. 
For in the 3o® chapter, (having ſpoken, in the 
preceding one, of his former proſperity,) he 
ſays (v. 16.) «© the days of my affliction have 
«taken hold upon me. (v. 20.) I cry unto thee 
to God) and thou doſt not hear me: I ſtand 
6 up and thou regardeft me not.” And (v.23.) 
*For I'know thon wilt bring me to death, and 
©o the houſe appointed for all living”. 
The Patriarch then, at the time of ſpeaking 
the words, “ I know that my Redeemer liveth, 
Nc.“ had no hopes of a temporal reſtoration : 
for though theſe paſſages, conſidered in them- 
ſelves, and without regard to Fob's particular 
an WF circumſtances, might indeed relate to the com- 
mon condition of mortality, and imply only, 
hat WF that Fob expected, as we all do, to die ſome 
us time or other; notwithſtanding which, he might 
hope to ſee a change in his fortunes before he 
died: yet, taking his circumſtances into the con- 
ſdetation, ſuch a meaning would be quite im- 
B proper 
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proper to the caſe; and theſe paſſages cannot 
be rationally interpreted in any ſenſe, but that 
which we have already given. I am to ſhew, 


II. That, from ſome paſſages in the work, 
it is highly probable that Job had the knoy. 
ledge of a future ſtate and reſurrection. 


Thoſe places in the book, which beautifully 
allude to the creation of the world, and the 
fall of angels and men, do ſeverally lead us 
to think that Job had the knowledge of the 
promiſed ſeed; that he was acquainted with 
man's expectations, as well as with his loſs; or 
that he would ſomewhere at leaſt have tran- 
fiently lamented, how ineffectual that work 
had been, at which “the morning ſtars ſang 
5 together, and all the ſons of God ſhouted for 
“joy. (ch. 38. v. 7.) 

What thoſe expectations were, 11 that Job 
had them, we ſhall the more readily conclude, 
if we reflect on that humility, which he ex- 
preſſes towards God, even when he was juſti- 

fying himſelf to man; and that confidence 
which he repoſes in the Almighty, when he 
had baniſhed every wiſh for human glory, and 
life itſelf was become odious. For if he thought 
that death would put a period to his being, 


of what uſe was his humility > Vain was his 
re- 


[ 11 | 
reliance, even on Omnipotence, if after life 
he was to fink into nothing, and exiſt no more. 
But it ſhould ſeem rather that his expectations 
were of another ſort, and that his hope was 
full of immortality; when being to all ap- 
pearance, and in his own opinion, on the verge 
of the grave, he could breath ſuch exalted 
ſentiments: © I have ſinned, what ſhall 1 do 
e unto thee, O thou preſerver of men?” (ch. 3. 
v,20.) How humble the penitent « As God 


«and the Almighty, who hath vexed my ſoul ; 
«all the while my breath is in me, and the 
; « ſpirit of God 1s in my noſtrils; my lips ſhall 
« WI © not ſpeak wickedneſs, nor my tongue utter 
; « deceit. Till I die, I will not remove my in- 
r 6 tegrity from me: my righteouſneſs 1 hold 


„ faſt, and will not let it go: my heart ſhall 


not reproach me ſo long as I live.” (ch. 27, 
v. 2, 3) 4 &c.) What more noble reſolution 
could the greateſt light, or the moſt ardent 
hope of immortality inſpire ! — And is it not 
natural then to ſuppoſe, from Fob's extraordi- 
nary character and endowments, that his con- 
duct was rational; that it was animated by the 
higheſt motives, and with a view to a glorious 
futarity ? 


B 2 this 


«liveth, who hath taken away my judgment, 


But we do not ſeem to be m to colle& 
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eternity. 
the Patriarch's reſolution of maintaining his 


Ecrite, though he hath gained, when God 


ſeems to explain the reaſon of his own deter- 


[ 124 
this from general expreſſions only, though of 
great weight collectively conſidered ; but to 
have ſome paſſages interſperſed in the work, 
which of themſelves, and taken ſingly, ſeem 
to convey the knowledge and ſentiments of 
a man, who through time looked forward to 


And ſuch that appears to be which follows 
integrity : What is the hope of the hypo- 
« taketh away his ſoul?” (ch. 27. v. 8.) This 


mined perſeverance; and to be a ſtrong inti- 
mation, that the righteous © hath hope in his 
ce death.” (Prov. 14. 32.) Elſe what difference 
between the righteous and the hypocrite? and 
why is it tacitly objected to the hypocrite that 
he hath no hope, «when God taketh away his 
ſoul?” Surely no reaſon can be aſſigned, if | 
the end of the righteous and the hypocrite be 

the ſame; if both alike die, and periſh for ever, 
But that there is a diſtinction we may perhaps 
alſo learn from what Job hath told us before, 
of the different deſtination of the latter; that 
ec the wicked is reſerved to the day of deſtru- 
« ion; and that*they ſhall be brought forth 
*to the day of wrath.” (ch. 21. v. 30.) 


The 


——— Cee SS Ss 7 


C3. 

The ſame dodtrine, which muſt be under- 
ſtood to be advanced in the text above-men- 
tioned, if the interpretation juſt given of it be 
right, ſeems alſo to be inculcated in the fol- 
lowing paſſage. Though he ſlay me, yet will 
«I truſt in him: but I will maintain my own 
« ways before him: He alſo ſhall be my ſalva- 
«tion, for an hypocrite ſhall not come before 
him. (ch. 13. v. 15, 16.) If this verſion be 
true; Fob ſays, © though God ſlay him, he will 
«truſt in him,” He muſt therefore truſt in him 
for ſomething after death; in another life, and 
not in this; becauſe he could not enjoy it in 
| this, being ſlain. But as the firſt words are 
more properly rendered, « Behold he will ſlay 
© me, I have no hope; the ſenſe will be, that, 
notwithſtanding that, he would juſtify his own 
conduct. And then the connection may be; 
is chat as he knew that, in the main, it was blame- 
less, God © would alſo be his ſalvation, for an 
be Wl © hypocrite would not come before him.” It 
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er. WH ſeems clear that the ſalvation here ſpoken of 
ps WH vas to be after death; and from him, before 
re, whom the hypocrite did not dare to appear. 
hat Wl Now as Fob elſewhere contends, that in this 
ru- WF life the wicked are equally proſperous with 
th the juſt; he may here intimate his expectations 


of a * in which they could have no 
ſhare, 


L141 
ſhare. He ſeems at leaſt to vindicate, at the 
ſame time, his innocence, which was called in 
queſtion by his friends; and to expreſs his own 
hopes in a life to come. . 
There is in Elihus addreſs to Fob, a paſſage 
which the learned have frequently applied, and 
and ſeemingly with good reaſon, in a ſenſe, 
that ſhould ſuppoſe him too to have ſome 
knowledge of man's redemption. If there be 
« a meſſenger (ſays he) with him, an interpre- 
« ter, one among a thouſand, to ſhew unto man 
ce his uprightneſs : Then he is gracious unto 


cc him, and faith, deliver him from going down 


«to the pit, I have found a ranſom.” (ch. ;;. v. 
23, 24.) Theſe words may be ſuppoſed to have 
ſome reference to a future ſtate ; and to con- 
vey ſome obſcure notices of a Redeemer. It 
they do, this paſſage diſcovers the expectations 
of the faithful in the earlier ages: and Elihus 
knowledge, if we allow it, muſt confirm our 
opinion of Job's. 5 
But to return; the Patriarch, having in the 
14 chapter beautifully and feelingly diſplayed 
the condition of mortality, in the ſhortneſs of 
life, the miſery and imperfection of man, fall 
into an obſervation worthy of notice: There 
«js hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it 
« will ſprout again, and that the tender branch 
c. thereof 
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+ So 
thereof will not ceaſe.” (v. 7.) He dwells up- 
on the thought, and then adds, „But man 
« dieth, -- and where is he? (v. 10.) His Be- 
ing here is undoubtedly at an end. But is his 
ſtate then worſe than that of the plants ap- 
pointed for his uſe, which die, yet ſoon re- 
vive and flouriſh? Perhaps the following words 
may tell us: © As the waters fail from the ſea, 
and the flood decayeth and drieth up; ſo 
«man lieth down, and riſeth not till the hea- 
«yens be no more, they ſhall not awake, nor 
be raiſed out of their ſleep. (v. 11,12.) It is 
clear then, when his radical moiſture fails him, 
and he falls into duſt, the grave muſt contain 
him for a certain period, © till the heavens be 
no more.” Can this phraſe mean, «for eyer >” 
And when man's breath is gone, is there an 
end put to his exiſtence? Does Fob ſeem to 
mean this? No. He proceeds, O that thou 
«wouldeſt hide me in the grave, that thou 
{wouldeſt keep me ſecret, until thy wrath be 
e b paſt; that thou wouldeſt appoint me a ſet 
d time, and remember me! (v. 13.) He de- 
of {Wes indeed to be hid in the grave, and ſcreen- 
11; Ned from divine indignation ; but wiſhes only 
ce o be kept ſecret till the wrath of the Al- 
it Mighty was paſſed: and then intreats that he 
ich Would remember him, If after death he had 
no 
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no being, vain was all this care; and in the 
grave the divine wrath and mercy were the 
ſame. But he ſpeaks of the grave, as a tem. 
porary hiding place; of Gods wrath, as to pals; 
and of his mercy, as to follow. Now to ex. 
pect theſe bleſſings, was to expect his reſur. 
rection; as, to be ſenſible of them, he muſt riſe 
from the dead. Accordingly we find him in 
the next verſe asking this queſtion, * If a man 
« die, ſhall he live again? as if, that he might 
be ſure he was not miſtaken, he reconſidered 
his expectations; or, full of the pleaſing 


thought, dwelt upon the ſubject of his hopes. 


And then, as fully ſatisfied and at eaſe, he con- 
clades: All the days of my appointed time 
«will I wait till my change come.” (v. 14.) 
meaning by his change, either the firſt, and that 
of the ſhorter duration, at death; or rather, as 
he ſeems to intimate, (v. 15.) the fecond and 


bleſſed change, when God ſhould “ call, and 


« haye a deſire to the work of his hands; at 
that day when his Redeemer ſhould ſfand upon 
the earth; and ſhould give him, having been 
faithful unto death, the crown of life. * 


a Sge Bp Sherlack's Diſſertation on the ſenſe of the Antieit 
before Chriſt, upon the circumſtances and conſequences of the Fall 
pag. 223, &c, + 9 15 | 


In 


9 4 


It may perhaps give ſome force to this rea- 
ſoning to obſerve farther; that this phraſe, ill 
the heavens be no more, 1s not uſed upon other 
occaſions to denote, for ever ; and thar there are 
ſome expreſſions ſimilat to it in ſcripture, which 
bear a manifeſt reference to the world to come. 
Such is that of the prophet Iſaiah (ch. 51. v. 6.) 
«Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look 
«ypon the earth beneath: for the heavens 
«ſhall vaniſh away like ſmoke, and the earth 
«ſhall wax old like a garment, and they that 
«dwell therein ſhall die in like manner: but 
« my ſalvation ſhall be for ever, and my righte- 
« ouſneſs ſhall not be aboliſhed,” The periſh- 
ing of the material heavens, the decay of the 
earth and diſſolution of the creature, ſtrongly 
point out the end of this world, and the be- 
as WF ginning of another. St Peter ſpeaks of the 
heavens and the earth which are now, as reſerved 
unto fre; of their paſſing away; and of new 
heavens and a new earth ſucceeding. (2 epiſt. 
ch. 3. v. 7, 10,13.) St Fohn writes of the earth 
and heaven as fled away ; and the dead imme- 
| diately ſtanding before God. (Rev. ch. 20. v. 11, 
12.) There ſeems then to be a beauty and 
propriety in the Patriarch's language, which 
has perhaps been imitated by the other ſacred 
Writers; and a juſtneſs of expreſſion, which 
„ „„ C has 


— — 
7 * ESC 
* > 


Nw — 
— — —_ 


1 323 
oo =o 8 2 = \ a - l = — — 
By : 4 ba "> Y R . 9 — ZAR 2 
P . r 8. a " . . * *. — er — 
——— — — uy — * —_ 1 — 
p4 rd — —— N _—_—_ © 3 8 —— — 1 
— - * * 3 ca. 7 FP I : 4 \ 
tr” * — 24 — p — — 3 — 0 
. . L 2 — FERN r 4 — — e — a 8 
— . r 8 3 — 5 . . 2 , — 
* 2 — n i Ee, 2 . 1 
a= 2 vans nes * 6 « e 
4 2 A 15 mr ade : ” _ —— 5 
— * _— — 5 bo * _ 
2 . _ - — 
Dr : — — 
* — — 


1183 


has with preciſion fixed the time of man $ 4 
1 We are to expect it at that period, 
EN nl of all ſublunary things is come; 
= thi beautiful fabrick ſhall be diſſolved, 
3 Wh: waxed old, ſhall paſs away. 
a a as theſe paſſages have ſome obſcurity 
7 | 


of 


It occafion of ob- 

fixed, as to preclude a 

ſo be _ would deſire no more to be 1 . 

. than that it is highly proba < 

I y had the knowledge of a future ſtate and re- 
0 


ſurrection; that he certainly had, will appear 
urre ; tha 


in the farther proſecution of this ſubject. 


[ 19 } 


SERMON II 


Jos XIX. 25, 26. 


I know that my Redeemer Iiveth, and 
that he ſhall ſtand at the latter day 
upon the Earth. And though, after 
my Skin, worms deſtroy this body, yet 
in my fleſh ſhall T ſee God, 


AviNG already ſeen the bent and 
turn of the Patriarch's mind with re- 
gard to this life, and his ſeeming 
expectations in another; we may the better 
judge of the meaning of the words before us; 

and more eaſily diſcover their ſenſe and ener- 
gy. If Fob was deſirous of death, and at the 
lame time entertained hopes of immortality ; | 

| this paſſage no doubt contains thoſe hopes, 

and ſtrongly points out his expectations of a 

| future reſurrection to life. 1 

But not to take that for certain, which was 
treated only as probable; nor to lay too great 


3392 | ſtreſs 
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ſtreſs upon what has been advanced; it may 


be remembred only, that Fob had no hopes of 
a temporal proſperity. And, from the confi. 


deration of the text apart, I ſhall endeayour 


to prove his expectations of a glorious immor. 


tality. 


The preface, with which this text is intro- 
duced, is very remarkable ; it diſcovers an em- 
phaſis and life, that ſpeak ſollicitude and im- 
portance; an anxious earneſtneſs to perpetuate 
the memory of what he was about to utter, 
There is a beauty and propriety in it, if it re- 
lates to man's reſurrection, and the future glo- 
ries of the everlaſting kingdom: but if it has 
a view only to Job's reſtoration, the tempo- 
ral deliverance of a private, though a great 


and virtuous, man; it ſeemingly deſerves the 
cenſure of being pompous, and abſurd. * There 


was no occaſion for his words being written 


with an iron pen, or graven in the rock to re. 


main for ever; or even to be a witneſs of his 


hope (was that the meaning of the word 7) 


if he looked no farther than to that change of 
his condition, which was ſoon to come; and 
which, when come, mult of itſelf refute the 
calumnies of his friends. If we ſuppoſe the 


a Sce Bp SHherlocſ's Diſſertation on the ſenſe of the antients &c. 
p. 236, 237. | 


| author 


L 211 


author then to have preſerved his uſual accu- 
racy here; this paſſage has a reference to a di- 
ſtant futurity. And ſurely, it muſt be allowed, 
few writers have been more exact; perhaps 
none nee produced a work more excellent in 
its kind. 
But to ſee what was to be written with an 
iron pen, and graven in the rock, to guard 
againſt the injuries of time; or to diſcover, 
from itſelf, the meaning of this antient writing. 
The Patriarch begins with I nem, (VAANI 
JADAHT1) words very ſtrong in the original, 
and denoting the greateſt certainty; they are 
uſed in Exodus (ch. 3. v. 19.) to expreſs the know- 
ledge of the Almighty: vA ANI IApAHTI (ſays 
Cod) i. e. AND I KNOW, or, as we tranſlate it, 
AND 1 AM SURE the king of Egypt will not let 
you go. Fob was well aſſured then of the truth 
of what he ſpoke ; and firſt, that his n, 
- W {weth. 
5 Now it may be obſerved that the word Re- 
M Wl deemer, cor?, is ſometimes uſed in the old 
0! WW Teſtament, to denote the Meſſiah v; perhaps 
it is fo here: and conſidering Fob's melancholy 
e WF ſituation, the unkindneſs of his friends, his ſu- 
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a See Dr Grey's and Schultens's Comments on the place. 


b Gen. ch. 48. v.16. Ifai. ch. 59. v. 20. compared with Rom. 
ch. 11. v. 26. 
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periour knowledge, and extraordinary piety, 


it was natural for. him, being grieved with the 


repetition of the moſt unjuſt cenſures, to look 
back to the hope of mankind *, and to appeal 
to a juſter judgment. And perhaps too he 
was greatly aſſiſted from above, when he ſo 
warmly expreſſed his confidence in he ſeed of 


the woman, which was finally to reſtore man. 


God might enlighten his underſtanding *, and 
give him, as he did other Patriarchs and Pro- 
phets, a proſpect of Chriſt's day; to comfort 


him in his peculiar circumſtances, and to ſup- 


port him in the unequal conflict. 

But to arrive, if we can, at certainty : he ex- 
pected a Redeemer, and of courſe ſome reſto- 
ration, or important change in his condition. 
Let us then inquire, who the Redeemer, and 
what that important change muſt be, which he 
thus expected. He had laid aſide all hopes of 
a reeſtabliſnment of his once flouriſhing for- 
tunes, and thought no more of his former 
greatneſs. His Redeemer therefore could not 
be Man ; nor his reſtoration conſiſt in the re- 


covery of health, and the enjoyment of an 


earthly grandeur. He tells us his Redeemer 


liveth, or is HAI, the living; by which word he 


a See BpSherl/ock's Diſſertation on the ſenſe of the antients, &c. 
P. 235, 237, 238. 


muſt 


be. 


iſt 


[23] 
muſt be ſuppoſed (as he had no expectations 
in this life) to mean the living and eternal God: 
and in this ſenſe the Seventy underſtand it, and 
tranſlate it by awwa@-. And as God his Re- 
deemer is particularly mentioned as living, we 
may conclude from the circumſtances Fob was 
in, that there is a propriety in the expreſſion , 
that it contains his hopes; and that he meant 
to intimate his own death, after which God 
would till live to reſtore 5 2. not to his for- 
mer ſtate, but to a far better; not to a tem- 
poral felicity, but to immortal glory. 

It is obvious to remark here, that the word 
living is uſed to diſtinguiſh the Deity by the 
oldeſt writers of Scripture. God is expreſsly 
called the Living on account of Hagar: a well 
was called BEER-LAHAI-RO1, (Gen. ch. 16. 
V.14.) the well of the LIVING who ſees me : af- 
ter his name, who is the fountain of life, who 
was the preſerver of her life, the Living God 
Fhovah, — J mention this paſſage rather than 
others, where living is peculiarly appropriated 
to God, as he, who is here eminently diſtin- 
ouiſhed by that name, is in the ſame chapter 
called indifferently, the Angel of the Lord, the God 


| who ſaw her, and the Lord, (the Great Jehovah.) 


a See Bp Sberlock's Diſſertation on the ſenſe of the antients &c. 


D. 232. 


From 


L 

From whence I would conclude, that he is he 

Angel of the Covenant, the ſame who is men- 

tioned by Jacob, (Gen. ch. 48. v. 16.) who had 

redeemed him from all evil; whoſe bleſſing he 

gives to the ſons of Joſeph; and whom he elſe. 

where ſtiles the God of his father, the God of A. 

braham, and the fear of Iſaac, (Gen. ch. 3 1. v.42.) 

And if the Angel the Redeemer of Facob, and 

the Living of Hagar are one, we may ſuppoſe 

from the nearneſs of the ages they ſeverally 

lived in, and from the common hope of the 

faithful, that the Perſon is alſo the ſame, who 
s deſcribed by the Patriarch in the text, under 
the double character of his Redeemer, and of 
the Living, or of his Redeemer, who liveth. If 
ſo, the Redeemer, expected by Fob, was the Great 
Redeemer of mankind; who 1s alſo emphati- 
cally ſtiled the Living in the new Teſtament, 
«I am the Firſt and the Laſt (ſays the bleſſed 
« Redeemer,) I am he that liveth, and was dead; 
te and behold I am alive for evermore. (Rev, 
ch. 1. v. 17, 18.) What is here tranſlated, h: 
that hiveth, is literally, the Living, a title, which 
well anſwers to thoſe other expreſſions uſed 
by St John in his Goſpel, where it is ſaid that 
in him is life; (ch. 1. v. 4.) and that he hath life 
in himſelf, as the FATHER (who is alſo called 
the Living by the ſame Evangeliſt, * 
| | hat 


19] 
hath life in himſelf (ch. 5. v. 26.) Agreeably to 
which, he is here likewiſe ſaid to be the Firſt, 
the Living from all eternity; and the Laſt, the 
Living for evermore. 

That this reaſoning is not too refined, and 
that Living, as here connected with Redeemer, 
denotes the Meſſiah, we may conclude from 
the next mark, by which the Patriarch has di- 
ſtinguiſhed his Redeemer : AHARON HAL HAPHAR 
JAKoUM; he the LAST ſhall ſtand, or he ſhall 
ſtand at the LATTER DAY upon the earth. By 
the word Laſt expreſsly giving himthat name, 
which is uſed for God by 1ſazah ?, (ch. 41. v. 4. 
and ch. 44. v. 6.) and is emphatically applied 
to Chriſt by St John: or, by the latter day, par- 
ticularly denoting the time, when he ſhall come 
L in majeſty to raiſe the dead. AHARON will 
not perhaps ſo well bear the laſt ſenſe, (as in 
that meaning the word joM (day) is uſually 
added ;)'and is more naturally, as well as lite- 
rally, interpreted in the firſt. This ſenſe well 
ſuits with Chriſt; as we have ſeen him, who 
is the Living for evermore, expreſsly called the 
Laſt in facred language. 

In this view of the words then, the caſe is 

clear; and Fob had the knowledge of the Meſ- 

fah's reign. That he had, will hereafter more 
a See Dr Grey's Comment on 27 ch. 19. v. 25. 


fully 


[ 26 ] 


fully appear ; but we may ſtop a moment here 
to obſerve, that this part of the text cannot ad- 
mit the ſenſe of a temporal reſtoration. Had 
Fob meant by my Redeemer liveth, a temporal 
Redeemer, man; he would not have ſaid he the 
LAST ſhall fand, or he ſhall ſtand at the LAT. 
TER DAY wþon the earth. AHARON implies 
futurity ; and therefore could not properly be 
uſed by Fob, if his Redeemer was a man, who 
was then alive, and did then ſtand upon the 
earth: And if the words relate to God, hoy 
can they be meant otherwiſe than of the re- 
ſurrection? For had Fob hoped for a temporal 
reſtoration, either from God's ordinary or ex. 
traordinary Providence ; what occaſion was 
there for his ſaying, his Redeemer would ſtand 
upon the earth God might have reſtored him 
without that circumſtance; and it is much 
more probable that he would ; nay in fact we 


— n _ a - 
. — oth 
—— 5 — E — + * 


execut 


find he did afterwards reſtore him, when he 
had been tried and found faithful, without WM of the 
ſtanding upon the earth. lince | 
But to return; the word HAPHAR, hare n ren- WM earth 
dered earth, has a meaning very different from for th 
that in which the word earth is commonly un- dom, 
derſtood *. We read in Geneſis, man was formed Wl take th 
| ; | . : ing 4250 
a See Bp ShHerloch's Diſſertation on the ſenſe of the antients Ke. ting 5 


p. 230, 231, 232, 233, 234. 
. oui 


l 
out of HAPHAR, the duſt of the ground: (ch. 3. 
v.19.) we are told in Fob (ch. 34. v. 15.) all fleſb 
ſtall periſh together, and man ſhall turn again unto 
HAPHAR, duſt, 
uſed; and in this ſenſe only can it be proper 
in this place; if ſtanding upon it (or ariſing over 
it) be mentioned as an act of the Redeemer's 
power. And that it is mentioned as ſuch, we 
muſt naturally think, ſince the word xm, here 
rendered ſtand, carries ſuch a ſenſe of power; 
and as the Patriarch could never mean to de- 


muſt be founded, as ſtanding upon the earth, as 
many thouſands of miſerable creatures do, with- 
out power. And if ſtanding be mentioned as an 
act of power; ſtill the Redeemer cannot be de- 
ſeribed, as ſtanding upon the earth with power, 
either, as has been imagined by ſome, like a 
victor in the field; or as ariſing over it, to 
execute judgment and juſtice like the Princes 
of the world; or in any commodious ſenſe ; 
lince HAPHAR will only ſignify earth, when 
earth is equivalent to duſt; and is never uſed 
for the field of battle, for a region or king- 


dom, or the habitable world. And yet, if we 


take the word in its common acceptation, ſtand- 


ing upon the duſt (as being founded upon, as ſit- 


ing or lying in the duſt, phraſes deſcriptive of 
D 2 weak- 


In this ſenſe it is very often 


ſeribe his Redeemer, on whoſe power his hopes 
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weakneſs or miſery,) will convey but a mean 
idea of the Redeemer's power. But if Hara 
fignifies that duſt, out of which man was ori- 
ginally taken, and into which he will be ulti. 
mately reſolved, there ariſes a ſenſe out of this 
paſſage wonderfully juſt and proper, ſuited to 
the Patriarch's circumſtances, and full of the 
nobleſt ſentiments *. We view him greatly fal. 


{mitten unto death by God; yet his virtue 


in the certainty of his future hope. He de- 
clares that he was ſoon to lie down in the 
grave, but that he had a certain proſpect of 
happineſs beyond it; that though he died, his 
Redeemer was alive for evermore; and the Laſt 
at the end of time would ſtand or ari ſe in ma- 
jeſty over all the duſt of death, His body in 
particular long before conſumed, and moul- 
dered into duſt; and by Almighty power re- 
animate and call to life his breathleſs clay: 
that then reſtored and cleared by the ſentence 
of his Judge, he ſhould enjoy, in the regions 
of eternal bliſs, a more excellent glory than 
what he knew in life; and, being clothed with 
immortality, ſhould in hir fleſb ſee God. 


a See the ſame diſſertation p. 235. 


That 


len, unjuſtly cenſured by men, and ſeemingly | 


ſtands ſuperiour to all diſtreſs, and triumphs 


That 


=: 1 

That ſuch is the meaning of this paſſage, 
and that ſuch were the ſentiments and expe- 
Qations of the Patriarch, we muſt conclude 
from the following words: and though after my 
thin worms deſtroy this body, yet in my fleſh ſhall 
I fee God. For though the words here tranſ- 
lated, and though after my skin worms deſtroy 
ths body, might poſſibly be rendered in a ſenſe 
equally conſiſtent with the other interpretation 
of a temporal reſtoration, and deſcribe the pre- 
ſent condition of his body : yet, being joined 
to the ſentence yet in my fleſh I ſhall ſee God, 
their meaning muſt be fixed by it, and muſt 
refer to that ſtate in which he expected to ſee 
God. And that it was a future ſtate in which 
he expected to ſee him, is evident from hence; 
that though he might indeed have had a tem- 
poral Redeemer, or even a reſtoration of his 
temporal fortunes, by the hand of Providence; 
yet it would not from thence follow, that he 
would, nay it is abſurd to ſuppoſe that he 
ſhould, ſee God, for that reaſon and upon that 
account only: for the expreſſion ſeeing God, 
will not fignify ſeeing or finding him propi- 
tious ; becauſe, though God has been propi- 
tious to many of his ſervants, and has in an 
extraordinary manner bleſſed ſome of them, to 
whom he has appeared ; yet the phraſe 1s no 
where 
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where uſed in Scripture to denote ſuch expe. 
rience of the Divine fayour. 

And had ſeeing God been meant only of 
ſeeing him in this life, as Fob afterwards did 
unexpectedly. ſee him, it is not probable he 
would have ſaid M1BBESARI, in my fleſh / 
ſhall ſee, but plainly and ſimply I. hall ſee God: 
As other perſons in the books of the old Teſta. 
ment ſpeak of ſeeing God; and yet never add, 
in my fleſh, or any thing equivalent to that ex- 
preſſion. He muſt be underſtood therefore to 
ſpeak of a future ſtate, and a reſurrection to 


been fo particular and ſo ſuperfluouſly full, a; 
he is here and in the following verſe, if he had 

intended to be underſtood only of ſeeing God 
in this life : for in this caſe no one could haye 
entertained a doubt, whether he ſaw him in 
bis fleſl; or not, or with his own eyes. 


not another, is very proper“, if it relates to 
another life, to which Job ſhould be raiſed 
after his duſt had been mixed and blended 
with that of many thouſands more; and is lig- 
nificant of a lively hope that his ſcattered parts 
ſhould be gathered from the common mass, 
and be again united to his ſoul *; in which 


a See the fame diſſertation p. 228, 229, 230. 
TOE, ſtate, 


life after death: becauſe he would not have 


That expreſſion, mine eyes ſhall behold and 


48-3 


ſtate, being reſtored by the power of his Re- 
deemer, he ſhould with his own eyes, and not 
another for him, ſee that Redeemer's Glory. 
— And the other expreſſion, in my fleſh ſhall I 
ſee God, if Fob had really meant to be under- 
ſtood of this life, ſhould ſeem almoſt, from the 
manner of wording it, to be intended to guard 


ther, who, as from ſuch a precaution we might 


And was this to be ſuppoſed, it would follow 
that Fob had the knowledge and hope we have 
been contending for: unleſs we can imagine 


a future ſtate than his friends, and had leſs 
glorious expectations from his Maker. 
The text then in its natural and obvious 


and Fob expected and declared his expectations 


of a glorious immortality. This we are certain 


o of, if his ſentiments are expreſſed, I will not 
d ay with delicacy, but even almoſt with any pro- 
ed ¶ priety or juſtneſs of language. And we ſhall be 
ig · ¶ the more confirmed in this truth, if we conſi- 


ledge of his reſtoration to a flouriſhing con- 


God meant not to ruin finally even the tem- 


his hearers againſt underſtanding him of ano- 


be led to think, had a belief of a future ſtate. 


that this good ſervant of God believed leſs of 


meaning is clear, and eaſy to be underſtood: 


der farther, that Job could have no fore-xnow- 
dition. Tis true indeed he was reſtored ; for 
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| I] 
poral intereſts of his ſeryant. But his reſto. 
ration, as well as the viſion of God, it is plain, 
was ſudden and unhoped for ; not that which 
he expected at the latter day, or from him 
who is called the Laſt, at the end of time. 
Job could not know that he ſhould be reſtored 
to a ſtate of proſperity from any obſervation 
or experience of the diſpenſations of God's 
ordinary Providence, which he elſewhere con- 
tends did not conſtantly reward virtue in this 
life: And Satan had cut off his temporal views 
to all appearance in his ruin. And he could 
not know 'that he ſhould be reſtored by God's 
extraordinary Providence. God does not uſual. 
ly give previous aſſurances of temporal happi- 
neſs, and had Providence revealed to him his 
future reſtoration to ſuch happineſs, his inte- 
grity would not have been ſo greatly remark- 
able, would not have ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed 
him to be, what God had pronounced him, a 
perfect and an upright man. 

This conſideration puts it out of all doubt 
that he had no knowledge of his reſtoration 
before it happened; for if it had been revealed 
to him, God would not have anſwered, but 


a See Dean Sherloch's Diſcourſe concerning the happineſs of 


good men, and the puniſhment of the wicked in the next world, 
p- 211, 


manis 
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manifeſtly eluded, the deſign of Satan, who 
meant to try, and was permitted to try him 
to the utmoſt ; to take from him all hope in 


this world ; and to ſee whether he ſerved God | 
(as it is expreſſed) for nought. For, if he was 


acquainted with his reſtoration whilft he was 
under his afflictions, he could not be ſaid fo 


{aid to ſerve him for the bleſſings which he ſoon 
expected, as he had been ſaid to have ſerved 
him, in the days of his proſperity, for thoſe 
which he then enjoyed. But Satan intended 
to try Fob; and God allowed him to try, whe- 
ther his virtue was ſo perfect, that he would 
ſerve ham for nought; that 1s, without any views 
or regard had to a worldly intereſt or advan- 


of a Redeemer, and of a future blefling reſerved 
for him: but if he expected and knew that he 
lhould receive it in this life, then -Satan's in- 
tentions were not anſwered; and Fob does not 
yet appear to have been à perfect man: Satan 
might perhaps be preſumed to have been in 
the right, in his charge againſt Fob, and infi- 
nite Wiſdom to have failed in the proof of his 


haye inſpired Fob with thoſe hopes, which it 
was Satan's buſineſs to deſtroy; and without 


ani- „„ de- 


ſerve God for nought; but might as properly be 


e- tage. Now it is plain Fob had the knowledge 


virtues. Since, upon this ſuppoſition, God muſt 
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CPP 
deſtroying which, Fob could not be brought 
to that trial of his virtue, to which Satan had 
propoſed to bring him, and to which God had 
conſented to leave him. 

Upon the whole then, the language of the 
text, and the circumſtances of the hiſtory, fully 
diſcover the Patriarch's exalted ſentiments and 
lively hopes of immortality. He knew that his 
Redeemer liveth; and though he himſelf was 
near expiring with grief and pain, yet he ex. 
pected after death, at God's appointed time, 
a joyful reſurrection to life, and happineſs in 
another ſtate, where hope will be ſucceeded 
by fruition, and faith by viſion ; where, ſenſible 
of the power and mercy of his Almighty Re- 
deemer, he ſhould behold in his fleſh, reani- 

| mated and raiſed to immortal bliſs, the Lord 
of Life and glory, and ſee him as he is, through 
all the days of infinite duration. 
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SERMON III 


Jos XIX. 25, 26. 


I know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
that he ſhall ſland at the latter day 
upon the Earth. And though, after 
my skin, worms deſtroy this body, yet 
in my fleſh ſhall I ſee God. 


Houcn the expectations of the Pa- 
triarch Fob are ſufficiently aſcertained 
in the preceding diſcourſes upon this 
paſſage; yet till greater light may perhaps be 
thrown upon the ſubject, by confidering more 
particularly than the ſeries of the argument 
would allow before, a part of the text, which, 
though truly rendered, has been wrongly in- 
terpreted by ſome writers; and has not per- 
haps had that ſtreſs laid upon it by others, 
which it ſeemingly will bear. | 
The part 1 mean, is that expreſſion of %b, 
1 L pal Jes God, which evidently imports, and 


E 2 is 


R. 
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is acknowledged to do ſo, his expectations of 
happineſs. I have endeavoured to ſhew that 
he expected this happineſs in a life to come, 
in which he hoped or knew he ſhould ſee Gog, 
and the excellent glories of a better ſtate. 
Among other reaſons brought to prove this, 


it was urged that the words, I ſball ſee God, do 


not carry the ſenſe of any expectation of di- 
vine favour in this life, in which ſome have been 
willing to underſtand them; as if Fob declared, 


that, though his preſent diſtreſs was inexprel- | 


ſibly great, he ſhould yet in this world here- 
after ſee God again propitious to him, and ex- 
perience the bleſſings of a kinder providence, 
Would the words bear this ſenſe as naturally 
as they do the other, yet they ought not to be 
ſo interpreted here, for the reaſons already 
given, to ſhew that Fob's hopes were placed in. 
tirely on the future reſurrection of his body; 


and which, remaining unanſwered, muſt ſtill de. 


termine them to another meaning. But if it 
can be ſhewn that they have no ſuch ſenſe, 
then we may be well aſſured, what were the 
Patriarch's expectations, and what thoſe ardent 


hopes, which animated him in the day of ſeve- 


reſt trial, and baffled the utmoſt force of Satan, 
That they have not this meaning, will ap- 
pear from the firſt of ſome few n 
whic 
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which I ſhall now lay together, for the better 
fixing the ſenſe of this part of the text, and 
the farther illuſtration of the whole. 

It may be obſerved then, that the expreſſion 
ſeeing God (in itſelf and conſidered abſolutely) 
implies only fimple fight, the. beholding him 
more or leſs imperfeQly (for infinitely imper- 
fect is man's cleareſt view of him) according 
to the greater or leſſer manifeſtation of his 
glory, either in viſion or under {ome ſenſible 
appearance. In the firſt ſenſe we underſtand 
that of the Prophet (1 Kings ch. 22.v.19.) I ſaw 
the Lord fitting on his throne, and all the hoſt of 
heaven ſtanding by him on his right hand and on 
his left. And in the laſt, Moſer's account of 
the Nobles of Iſrael's ſeerng God. (Exod. ch.24. 
v. 9 10,1 T.) The ſimple phraſe ſeeing the Lord, 
or ſeeing God, cannot in either place fignity, 
1; ud I cannot find any place where it does ſig- 
le. nity, the ſeeing the Almighity propitious. And it 
tis very certain that there is no paſſage in the 
Hebrew Code in which any one is ſaid to ſee 
God, or ſpeaks of ſeeing God ſimply and abſo- 
lutely (without any thing inſerted or added to 
alter the uſual meaning of the words) and with 
the verb (HAZ AH) uſed by Fob, which can be 
interpreted in any ſenſe, but that in which the 
Nobles of Iſrael are ſaid to ſee God, 


As 


TO 
As the expreſſion then, I. ſball ſee God (if 
the words ſee God are intended to convey the 


ſame meaning here, which they every where elfe 


expreſs in Scripture) cannot carry the ſenſe of 
an expectation of Divine favour in this life, 
and can be underſtood only of beholding the 
glorious appearance of the Deity ;the Patriarch, 
by uſing it, could not mean to intimate any 
hope which he entertained of temporal pro- 


ſperity ; unleſs (as we know from the ſequel of | 


the hiſtory, that he was bleſſed after having un- 
expectedly ſeen God) temporal bleſſings were 
in antient times the known or neceſſary con- 
ſequence of ſeeing God. For if they were, it 
mult be allowed, that what has been juſt ad. 
vanced concerning the meaning of 70's ex. 
preſſion can have no weight; becauſe it will 
amount to the ſame thing, whether Job's words 
were expreſſive of his expectations of tempo- 
ral bleſſings, or of that glorious viſion only, 
which would neceſſarily be ſucceeded by them. 
— To make this point clear then, and to ſhew 
that Job's hopes were of another nature ; wc 
may obſerve, that it is evident from the latter 
part of his hiſtory, that his great felicity in af. 
ter life was not owing to his ſeeing God; and 
that it is as evident from other parts of Scti- 


pture, that temporal happineſs or bleſſing 


were 
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were no conſequence of ſeeing the Almighty. 

The proſperity enjoyed by the Patriarch, 
during the long remainder of his days, was not 
vouchſafed or conferred in conſequence of the 
heavenly viſion. The ſudden and unexpected 
fight, or rather the reaſoning, of God, brought 
his ſervant to repentance, and to a true ſenſe 
of his own littleneſs and unworthineſs. God 
then bleſſed him, as he had bleſſed him before, 
for thoſe eminent and exalted virtues, which 
had rendered him beloved by him, and envied 
by the grand Accuſer ; and which, when tryed, 
had ſhone with a brighter luſtre. His virtues 
then, and not the ſight of God, were the occa- 
- ſion or reaſon of his being bleſſed, and of his 
great, and, to human appearance, wonderful 


ll WF reverſe of fortune. 

I That this muſt have been the caſe of Job, is 
o- Wl farther evident from the other obſervation pro- 
Y, poſed above; that temporal bleſſings were not 
n. the neceſſary conſequence of ſeeing God. For, 


if temporal bleſſings were neceſſarily conſe- 
quent to ſeeing God; then were they ſo uni- 
| formly, and to all, who ever ſaw him; other- 
| wiſe, not the fight of God, but ſome aptitude in 
the ſubject, or ſome extraordinary mercy ſhewn 
| by the Deity, for particular purpoſes of his Pro- 


| vidence, muſt be the cauſe to which they are 
to 


[ 40 ] 


to be aſcribed. That they were not uniformly 
conſequent to ſuch fight, and therefore not at 
all, we learn from many inſtances. The Nobles, 
who ſaw the God of Iſrael, received no pecu- 
liar bleſſings, not even that which their fa. 
thers expected, and for which they came out 
of Egypt; but died in the wilderneſs, and 
reached not the promiſed land. 

When Mficaiah © ſaw the Lord fitting upon 
« his throne, and all the hoſt of heaven ſtand. 
e ing on his right hand, and on his left; 
( 2 Chron. ch. 18. v. 18.) no bleſſing attended 
the Prophet. The ſight of the Lord was a mat- 
ter of indifference to him; or rather was the 
occaſion of his being condemned by Ahab to 
be fed in priſon with bread of afflition and na- 
ter of affliction; (v. 26.) becauſe he was the mel- 
ſenger of his approaching ruin, 
Balaam *heard the words of God, and ſaw 
te the viſion of the Almighty ;” (Num. ch. 24. 
v. 4.) yet he received no bleſſing from the 
ſight; not even improving his circumſtances 
or fortunes under the king of Moab, who 
thought to have promoted him unto great honour, 
(v. xx.) but died afterwards with idolaters in 
battle, fighting againſt the true God, and that 


people, whoſe flouriſhing condition he had 
foretold, 4 
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E 
And indeed ſo far was ſeeing God of old from 
being neceſſarily attended with a bleſſing, and 
worldly proſperity, that he 1s known to have 
appeared 1n anger. Moſes writes, «the Lord 
came down in the pillar of the cloud, and 
«ſtood in the door of the tabernacle, led cal- 
«led Aaron and Miriam: and they both came 
« forth, &c. and the anger of the Lord was 
« kindled againſt them, &c. and behold Mi- 
4 riam became leprous, white as ſnow.” (Num, 
ch. 12. v. 5,9, &c.) We are informed that « the 
glory of the Lord appeared to all the congre- 
«gation” &c. (Num. ch. 16. v. 19.) to all; there- 
fore equally to thoſe who ſuffered, and to thoſe 
who eſcaped ; when “ the earth opened and 
«ſwallowed up Dathan, and covered the con- 
« gregation of Miram. (Pſal. 106. v.17.) 
Job then might have ſeen God, but it would 


not have followed, that he would have been 
bleſſed, or at all happier for the viſion; or he 


might have ſeen him appear in anger; (for he 
was not finleſs, though a virtuous man;) but 
this was inconſiſtent with his expectations of 
happineſs from a Redeemer. ---- The caſe then 
clears up itſelf; and we muſt allow, ſince the 


with the context, plainly implies his expecta- 
F tion 


Patriarch's expreſſion 7 ſball ſee God, as it ſtands 
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tion of a happineſs which he ſhould enjoy when 


he ſhould ſee God; and ſince no happineſs could * 
rationally, and much leſs with confidence, be Ky 
expected from ſeeing God on earth; that he ex- of” 


pected to ſee the heavenly viſion after death, an 
or in that ſtate in which happineſs will con. ren 
ſtantly attend the ſeeing God. 

That Job expected to ſee God in another life, 
and not in this, the following obſervation 
may alſo convince us. It was an old and ge. 
neral opinion, which obtained in the Eaſt a- 
mong the ſervants of God, that the fight 
of the: Deity would be attended with imme- 
diate diſſolution, or that death would ſoon fol. 
low it; they thinking perhaps, that a fight fo 
unadapted to their preſent groſſer ſtate muſt 
be intended to remove, or call them from it, 
and perhaps to a better and more pure; or 
that the glorious viſion was in itſelf much too 
ſtrong for weak mortality to bear. 

Tiis true indeed that neither Fob, who unex- 
pectedly ſaw God, nor any other of the faith. 
ful, that we read of, to whom God appeared, 
did die by ſeeing him, being perhaps preſer- 
ved by particular mercy: but it is as true, that 
the opinion is very antient, and is as old as the 


times of the Patriarchs. Jacob upon the viſion 
of 


th- 


ſer· 
hat 
the 
ſion 


of 
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of the ladder was afraid; © ſurely, ſays he, the 
«the Lord is in this place, and I knew it not; 
«and he was afraid, and ſaid, how dreadful 
«s this place! (Gen. ch. 28. v. 16,17.) Upon 
another occaſion, he gives name to a place, in 
remembrance of his having ſeen God, and lived: 
«for, ſays he, I have ſeen God face to face, 


«and my life is preſeryed.” (Gen. ch. 3a. v. 30.) 


The ſame notion prevailed in ſucceeding 
times; Moſes hid his face at the buſh, and was 
afraid to look upon God. (Exod. ch. 3. v. 6.) He 
records it afterwards, in the phraſe of my text, 
as a marvellous event, that “ the Nobles of 
« Iſrael ſaw God, and did eat and drink.” 
(Exod. ch. 24. v. 11.) And they ſpeak, upon 


the ſame occaſion, in a language expreſſive of 
larpriſe, and of the general perſuaſion of their 
times: Who is there of all fleſh that hath 
*heard the voice of the living God, ſpeaking 
«out of the midſt of the fire (as we have) and 
©lived ?** Deut. ch. 5. v. 26.) 

This opinion equally obtained in the Jenn of 


| the Judges. Gideon, though he had been aſ- 
| ſured that by his W the Lord would deliver 


Iſrael, was yet, upon his diſcovery of the An- 
gel, afraid of death: he was forgetful of the 


glorious promiſe, and needed even the aſſurance 


F 2 | ".”0f 


. 
of his life. * Alas, ſays he, O Lord God: for W ch 
« becauſe I have ſeen an angel of the Lord 


in 

«face to face. And the Lord ſaid unto him, nc 
peace be unto thee, fear not, thou ſhalt not or 
die. (Judges ch. 6. v. 22, 23.) ou 
We find the ſame notion afterwards in the as 


prophetick age. Iſaiah gives us an account of fo 
his ſeeing the excellent viſion; and records, in 
lively terms, the ſenſe which he had at that 
awful moment, of the greatneſs of his danger, 
«Wo is me, ſays he, for 1 am undone : — for 
© mine eyes haye ſeen the King, the Lord of 
« Hoſts.” (ai. ch. 6. v. 1 

This opinion, which is ſo antient, that we 
can hardly fix the time of its riſe; and which 
obtained univerſally among the faithful during 
many ages of the world; muſt, in all proba- 
bility, have been of the age of the Patriarch 
Fob, and have been received by him, as well 
as by the other ſervants of God. There ate 
ſome expreſſions in the book of Fob, which lead 
us to think it was 50's own opinion: viz. Let 
not his fear terrify me*, (ch. 9. v. 34.) and, Let] 
not thy dread make me afraid; b then call thou, 
and I will anſwer &c. (ch. 1 3. v. 21,22.) He uſes 
na a See Dr Grey's comment. 


b See another expreſſion of the ſame tind | in | Fob. ch. 13. v. il. 
thall not his Excellenc y make you afraid? we 
bs | these 
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theſe expreſſions, when he is wiſhing to enter 


into argument with God in defence of his in- 


nocence, and deſires to come into his extra- 
ordinary preſence :. But he ſeems in them to 
guard againſt the viſible appearance of God, 
as what might defeat the end of his coming be- 
fore him, might diſqualify him from pleading 
his cauſe, might be too glorious and might 
wholly overwhelm him with its excellence. 
Agreeably to this interpretation of the words, 
Elihu, where he propoſes himſelf to Fob to 
reaſon with him inftead of God, replies, as if 
he had underſtood them in this ſenſe, in the 
following manner: „if thou canſt anſwer me, 
«ſet thy words, in order before me, ſtand up. 
« Behold, I am according to thy wiſh in God's 
«ſtead: I alſo am formed out of the clay. 
« Behold my terror ſhall not make thee afraid. 
(ch. 33. v. 5, 6, 7.) What then muſt we think 
of Job's words, I ſhall ſee God? They certain- 
ly were expreſſive of his hopes. But did he 
then declare, that, after all his ſufferings in the 
fleſh, he expected to ſee God and die by the 
fight of his Glory, and from thenceforth to 
periſh finally > It is impoſſible; the abſurdity 
is too glaring ; and we know that he expected 
a Redeemer, when he ſhould fee God. He 
: muſt 
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muſt expect therefore, no doubt, to ſee him 


in that better and happier ſtate where huma- 
nity will be no longer mortal, and where man 


can ſee him, and live. 


We ſee then what this great and holy man's 


expectations muſt have been. Wretched as he 
was here, he ſpeaks with comfort and. ſurpri- 


fing aſſurance of enjoying in another world the 
beatific preſence and viſion of God, But we 


may obſerve farther, how unlike is Fob's man- 
ner, how different are his ſentiments, when 


he is ſpeaking of God as preſent, and acting 
upon earth, and of his own inability to ſee him 


here! «Lo he goeth by me (faith he) and I ſee 


«him not, he paſſeth on alſo, but I perceive 
© him not.” (ch. 9. v.11.) He here diſcovers his 
opinion that God was not to be ſeen in this life, 
or at leaſt that he had no expectations of ſeeing 
him in it. Elihu underſtands him in this ſenſe 


in the 3 zh chapter (v. 14.) But Fob's expecta- 
tions and ſentiments on this head appear in 


the ſtrongeſt light, when in the greatneſs of 
his grief, and in the bitterneſs of his ſoul, he 
ſeems to have forgot the danger, which he be- 


fore apprehended from ſeeing the celeſtial glo- 
ry, and wiſhes, with an earneſt vehemence, to 


come before the ſeat of God, to vindicate his 


inno. 
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innocence and the righteouſneſs of his cauſe, 
For even in that warmth he reflects, that the 
thing could not happen which he wiſhed for, 
and he immediately ſubjoins: „ Behold, I go 
« forward, bat he (i. e. God) is not there; and 


4 backward, but I cannot perceive him on 


« the left band vbere he doth work, but I can- 
«not behold him: he hideth himſelf on the 
« right hand, that I cannot ſee him. (ch. 23. 
v. 3, 9.) The words are full in the original, the 


verbs which relate to Job are all in the future 


tenſe, and he ſtrongly and expreſsly declares, 


that (here on earth) he could not, or ſhould not 
ſee God. It is much to be remarked that this 
paſſage comes after that in the text; and it is 


to this, as well as that which we juſt now men- 
tioned (ch. 9. v.11.) that Elihu replies; and, al- 
lowing Job's ſentiments to be juſt, proceeds to 


vive him his advice: “Although (ſays he) thou 


«{ayeſt thou ſhalt not ſee him; yet judgment 
*is before him, therefore truſt thou in him.” 


* 35. v. 14.) 


But it is manifeſt that he did expect to ſee 


God, though he ſays he ſhould not ſee him 


here; and though he could have no hopes, 
in this life, of happineſs from ſeeing him. 
From this, and the other arguments which 


have 
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have been offered, the truth evidently ap- 
pears, and Job's expectations are fully aſcer. 
tained. He expected to ſee God at the ge- 
neral reſurrection, when the laſt trumpet ſhall 
ſound, and the dead in Chriſt ſhall rife, and be. 
hold the bleſſed Redeemer of mankind; and 
being clothed with immortality ſhall ſee, and 
perhaps continually grow happier by ſeeing, 
through all the ages of eternity, the infinite 
glories of the Living Gd. 

But it may perhaps be asked, had Fob then 
that fulleſt and clear knowledge of a bleſſed 
reſurrection to life, which we are, told was 
| brought to light by the Goſpel? Fob certainly 
had full and lively ſentiments of that happy 
and bleſſed event, which rendered him ſupe- 
riour to Satan's power, and ſupported nature, 
when it muſt otherwiſe have ſunk beneath the 
weight of his afflictions. But in this there 1s 


nothing which © intrenches upon our bleſſed 


% Lord's office, or interferes with life and im- 
mortality's being brought to light by him“ 


4 Tis by Chriſt alone that we have God's cove- 


& nant of immortality conveyed to us. But yet, 
as was obſerved before, the antient prophets had 


+ 2 See Bp Sherlock's Diſſertation on the ſenſe of the antients &. 


p. 238. 
rok a plo- 
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2 proſpect of the bleſſing; and why might 
not Fob too ſee it at a diſtance *? See it no 
doubt he did, and he declared his expectation 


follow that his knowledge would be communi- 
cated to the world, or that the doctrine which 
he delivered would be generally underſtood 
before the fulneſs of time. For, though his 
hope was great, and his words are ſtrong, and, 
as we now ſee ſince the publication of the Go- 
ſpel, beautifully expreſſive of the ſublimeſt 
truths; yet were they read, and would natu- 


ay be read, without having their meaning 


yy Wl clearly conceived; and mankind, in earlier 
7 times, though reading literal truths, would, for 
e. Wl vant of other light, be unable to underſtand 
them in their full and literal ſenſe. 

Iſaiah's words, a virgin ſhall conceive and 
lear - a ſon, (ch. 7. v. 14.) declared the ſame 
truth, and in as expreſs a manner, in the pro- 
pher's time, as was afterwards delivered by the 
evangeliſts; but, by reaſon of their glaring 
light, they were not, and could not, be gene- 


days of our Saviour b. 7 


a See Bp Sherlock*s Diſſertation, ibid. 
b See Bp Sherlock's uſe and intent of Prophecy, pag 34. 


G "Having 


of it in this paſſage ; but it does not from thence 


rally underſtood in their * ſenſe till the 


[$03 


Having done with the ſeveral particulars 
| propoſed to be conſidered, in diſcourſing up. 
on Fob's expectations of a reſurrection, I would 

ſubjoin the following remark : That we haye 
no writings preſerved of the antient Jews, 
who lived before the times of the Meſſiah, 
from which we can now learn what their ſenſe 
was of Job's expectations; and that the later 
Jews, though they have not produced this 
text, among others, in proof of a reſurre- 
ction, as being unwilling to acknowledge 7- 
ſus Chriſt, whom the words muſt” refer to, 
if they relate to the reſurrection, muſt yet 
| Have underſtood them, had they attended to 
them, of a future ſtate, becauſe they muſt 
have known, that no happineſs could reſult 
from ſeeing God in this life; and that the 
expreſſion could not imply a happineſs er- 
pected in it. 

And as it will not, I hope, be thought fo. 
reign to my ſubject, I would take occaſion 
here to ſpeak tranſiently, and in general, ot 
the Author, and of the Book of Fob, in which 
we have ſo noble a teſtimony for the reſurre- 
ction of the fleſh: It is almoſt natural to re- 


mark, even upon a "_ peruſal of the book, 
that 


— 


e 
that it ſeems to ſavour of the moſt remote an- 
tiquity, and to have been written before the 
Law *; and, from comparing it, as to its lan- 
guage and manner, with the other ſacred vo- 
| lumes, one might be led to think it was the 
work of the earlieſt writer of Scripture. 1t may 


be ſaid with truth of it, that there is nothing 
> either in the later or earlier writers which ex- 
r cells it as a compoſition. The author appears 


co have been a perfect maſter of his ſubject; 
it is not unnatural to think that he was inte- 
| reſted in it, and perhaps had felt what is ſo 
well deſcribed. The book contains nothing 
| which refers to later times; it ſhews the au- 
| thor to have had the utmoſt ſtretch of fan- 
cy, the moſt warm and lively imagination, the 
| moſt intimate acquaintance with nature, and 
| a moſt. comprehenſive and extenſive genius. 
| Perhaps then they have not judged amils, 
| who have given it to Fob himſelf, who un- 
| doubtedly was one of the greateſt of the ſons 
of men. : 

| However this may be, and whoever was the 
author of the book, the book itſelf muſt and 
will always be admired. But I leave others to 
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point out the maſterly ſtrokes and beautiful 
paſſages in this antient writer; and obſerye 
here, what is more conſiſtent with my ſubject, 
and muſt afford a pleaſure to exalted minds, 
that the ardent wiſh of the illuſtrious bur di. 
ſtreſſed Patriarch, contained in the words pre. 
ceding my text, is, if not literally, yet inten. 
tionally fulfilled by Providence; and that his 
words, expreſſive of the livelieſt hopes, do ſtil 
remain, with ſtriking force and beauty, even 
after a ſeries of ſo many ages, as though they 
had indeed been written with an iron Pen, and 
in the rock for ever. 

But chiefly I would obſerve, and conclude 
with, what is more intereſting and worthy our 
notice; that, if in the darker ages of the 
world, the antient Patriarchs and Prophets 
had hopes in Chriſt, and if Fob expected a blel- 
ſed reſurrection to life, it ſhould excite us, 
who live ſince the days of the Meſſiah, and 
enjoy the full light of the Goſpel, fo wiſeh 
to regulate our conduct, that when this 
mortal life ſhall be ended, and we ſhall lie 
down in the duſt, our fle alſo may reſt in 
hope, that God will hereafter raiſe us to a bet- 
ter life, and bring us to the heavenly Feruſs- 
lem, to the innumerable company of Angeli; 
| | WEE where, 


2 Vn 28 


Bi 


where, with the ſpirits of juſt men made per- 
fed, we may experience, in his preſence, as 
holy Fob hoped to do, the fulneſs of joy, and 
partake of thoſe pleaſures, which are at his 
right hand for evermore. (Pf. 16. v. 12.) 


Lately publiſhed, by the ſame Author. 


The Caſe of Naaman conſidered. A Sermon preached 
before the Univerſity of Oxford, at St Mary” 5, On Sun- 
ny” Oct. 12. 1740. 
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